MINUTES  OF  THE  SIXTIETH  MEETING  OF  THE  FARM  ANIMAL  WELFARE ADVISORY  COUNCIL
Location:
Heritage Hotel, Portlaoise

Date:

11th December 2015

Present:
Professor Patrick Fottrell, Sean O’Laoide (Westmeath Co Co), Brid Farrell (DAFM), Niall O’Nuallain (DAFM), Barbara Bent (WSPCA), Bernadette Earley (TEAGASC), Alison Hanlon (UCD), Sean O’Leary (IFA), Arthur O’Connor (Veterinary Ireland), Henry Burns (IFA)

Apologies:
Stephen Foley (CILDEHS), Gerald Quain (ICMSA), Michael Guinan (ICMSA), John O’Roarke (Veterinary Ireland), Andrew Kelly (ISPCA), Kevin Kinsella (IFA) Jackie Robinson (DARDNI), Ray Doyle (ICOS)  

Secretary:
Niamh Cunningham 

1. Minutes

· The Minutes of the previous meeting of the 25th September were accepted.
2. Matters Arising

· Professor Fottrell thanked Sean O’Laoide for chairing the previous meeting
· Teagasc confirmed that a Research Stimulus project proposal was submitted to  DAFM in the recent call for projects. The project is titled: Characterisation of contract rearing in Ireland and mitigation of associated biosecurity and disease risks.  
· The issue of a shared database to remove the anomaly of a duplicate dog database and licensing system between DAFM and DECLG was raised again. It was recommended that the Control of Dogs Act needs updating with a ‘duty of care’ written into the Act. 
· DAFM confirmed that all animal welfare charities in receipt of funding sign up to a very strict protocol which includes compliance with all legislative requirements e.g. equine identification and having neutering programmes in place for cats and dogs
3. Education Working Group

· The Education Working Group reported that the On Farm Euthanasia of Pigs booklet is progressing. Final publication is awaiting the results of trials on non captive bolt penetration
4. EWS

· Flooding emergency -  Dept DVOs are working with IFA and welfare bodies (as appropriate) to minimise the risk of animal welfare problems developing
· DAFM’s Animal Welfare Helpline being monitored 24/7 to assist with urgent calls
· IFA said fodder supply is good in many areas but certain areas are at greater risk of flooding. 
· Major problems arising along the Shannon basin 
· Teagasc very proactive with advice
· DAFM has put special arrangements in place to deal with animal welfare issues that might arise as a result of flooding  including in relation to slurry tanks and relaxation of some rules around the movement of animals 

5. Equine Welfare
· Horse seizure numbers and expenditure under the Control of Horses Act reducing 
· DAFM progressing Urban/Traveller Horse Projects in association with Local Authorities although uptake is slow
· Education courses have commenced in some counties
· The Clondalkin Equine Club horse project being actively progressed by South Dublin Co Co 

· DAFM stresses necessity for full compliance on all equine related matters in developing projects
· DAFM met with Pavee Point on 9th December in an effort to encourage more interest/buy-in with the projects.
· DAFM continues to seize horses for non compliance with equine ID and on welfare grounds 

· The IPAAG continues to work with on-line advertisers e.g. Done Deal to ensure dogs/horses are sold in compliance with legislation

· Report on “Donkey Welfare in Ireland 2015 – concerns and solutions’ was presented to the Minister at an event in UCD on 25th November 2015.
6. Dairy Cow Welfare
· Suggested that the Education Working Group (EWG) review and update the existing FAWAC booklet on dairy cows. Council agreed that Joanna Marchewka, doctoral researcher Teagasc be included on the EWG group and that updating of booklet should be commenced as soon as possible.

· DAFM reported that in February 2016, Ireland will be subject to an external audit from the FVO on the welfare of cattle on dairy farms. 
· It was reported that Ireland has a very good husbandry image with positive buy-in from farmers and the wider dairy industry.

· Funding being provided for Knowledge Transfer Measures in many disciplines including dairying and all farmers, including dairy farmers are encouraged to participate. 

· Good herd health is crucial and lameness in cows has potential to give rise to welfare problems.

7. Scientific Committee on Animal Health and Welfare (SACAHW)  

· Recommendations from SACAHW on animal husbandry practices will be posted to DAFM website shortly and will include consultation on (i) castration of cattle and sheep, (ii) dehorning/disbudding of calves, and (iii) tail docking of sheep.
8. AOB
· Veterinary Ireland stated that ‘on farm emergency slaughter’ remains an issue and more research is needed to address the matter. All agreed on the merits of the FAWAC booklet on ‘managing acutely injured livestock on farm’, nevertheless in the absence of facilities in Ireland, veterinarians and farmers face a challenge in complying with the guidelines. IFA stated that the situation is not satisfactory and proper facilities and procedures need to be put in place. Meat Industry Ireland need to engage on the matter. Preliminary research was undertaken by UCD two years ago but things never progressed.  Chairperson suggested reconstituting the group to look at the issue again. Members of the earlier group included Alison Hanlon, Arthur O’Connor,  Kevin Kinsella, Henry Burns, Sean O’Laoide,  Niall O’Nuallain and Bernadette Early. Chairperson recommended that a representative from Meat Industry Ireland be also invited to participate.
· Chairperson asked that a report be prepared outlining the key issues dealt with by the FAWAC in the past number of years.

· Dates for 2016 FAWAC meetings to be circulated. 

· The Chairman concluded the meeting by thanking all Council Members for their contribution to the FAWAC throughout the past year. 

End 
